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Ohio University (OU) is located in Athens, Ohio in the southeastern Appalachian region of the
State. Established in 1804, it is the oldest university in the Northwest Territory, an area that
includes that states of Ohio, Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan. The University is com-
prised of 11 colleges and offers more than 250 baccalaureate majors, 188 Masters majors, and
58 Doctoral majors. In addition, OU is designated as a Research University by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. This classification identifies OU as a university
with “high research activity” and places it in an elite group of universities in the U.S. that are
committed to the advancement of knowledge through research.

In addition to the main campus in Athens, OU has 5 regional campuses throughout southern
and eastern Ohio. More than 21,000 students are enrolled at the main campus, and the total
enrollment for all campuses is more than 35,000 students. OU has earned the distinction as a
Center of Excellence from the Ohio Board of Regents in: Energy and the Environment, Health
and Wellness, and the Scripps College of Communication.

The Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs is an academic unit at OU that conducts
applied research and grants Masters degrees in Public Administration and Environmental
Studies. The School is named after George V. Voinovich who was a 1958 graduate of OU, the
mayor of Cleveland from 1979-89, the Governor of Ohio from 1991-1998, and a U.S. Senator
from 1998-2010. The Voinovich School integrates scholarship, learning, and practice to solve
environmental and energy problems; promote value creation, smart policymaking and innova-
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tion in governments and nonprofits; build businesses and assist entrepreneurs, help develop
the region’s economy; and mold current and future strategic leaders in public and environmental
affairs.

The Voinovich School’s Consortium for Energy, Economics and the Environment (CE3) admin-
isters this grant. The CE3 is an interdisciplinary program that builds on the strengths of several
entities at Ohio University including the Voinovich School, the Russ College of Engineering, the
College of Health Sciences and Professions, and the College of Arts and Sciences by linking
the University’s science and engineering researchers with social scientists and policy experts.
Together, these entities develop practical solutions to regional and national issues related to en-
ergy production and consumption, environmental assessment, and economic competitiveness.
Furthermore, the Voinovich School has a long history of building public consensus to solve
problems in Appalachia.

The Voinovich School collaborated with faculty from the Department of Social and Public Health
(DSPH) in the College of Health Sciences and Professions. The DSPH offers baccalaureate
programs in Health Services Administration, Long Term Care Administration, Child and Fam-
ily Studies, Community Health, Environmental Health Science, Industrial Hygiene, and Social
Work. In addition, the Department offers Master’s degrees in Public Health, Social Work, Child
and Family Studies, and Health Administration.
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